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Evidence

The Truth
Behind Bars

What the statistics have to say.
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Today, almost 2 million are incarcerated
between state and federal jails and pris-
ons. In 2024, 3,681,900 adults were es-
timated to be under probation or parole.
Yet crime rates are continuing to drop,
with the 2025 crime rate the lowest it’s
been since 1960. Currently, more than
70 million people in the United States
have a criminal record. That number is
estimated to grow to 100 million by 2030.

The Law Dictionary defines the cor-
rectional system as a means to both keep
members of society safe by separating
them from individuals who have com-
mitted crimes and to punish wrongdoers.
Essential as it may be, the prison system
itselfis also troubled. In recent years,
reformers have begun a movement to
improve how facilities are run, how they
treat and care for inhabitants, and how
they prepare the released for construc-
tive and healthy lives.

The issues to be addressed are mani-
fold. Stigma haunts those with criminal
records or jail experience. To most of
society, “jail” means “guilty,” when in fact,
78 percent of those in jail under local
authority have not been convicted; they
are presumed innocent. In addition to
those awaiting trial, thousands with seri-
ous mental illness end up stuck in jail for
months or even years waiting for a state
hospital bed. The carceral system dispro-
portionately holds people of color, people
in poverty, and people with mental health
and disabilities. It does not adequately
heal people, make them safer, and solve
issues of housing, racism, and discrimi-
nation. So, what’s really going on when
the cell door clangs shut? Here’s alook.

Sources: Massachusetts Department of Corrections;
Prison Policy Initiative; US Department of Health &
Human Services, ASPE; The Sentencing Project; US
Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics;
National Institute of Corrections; RAND; BC Law Clinics;
BC Prison Education Program; Solitary Watch.
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INCARCERATION RATES OVERVIEW
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$455billion $13.6 billion+

Incarceration industry annual cost : Pretrial detention annual cost

In Massachusetts, average annual cost per incarcerated individual ranges from
$85,648 at Northeastern Correctional Center to $508,190 at MASAC in Plymouth.

For-profit Prisons

When factoring in the long-term societal and economic costs of recidivism over a
25- to 40-year window, for-profit prisons end up costing governments 1.5% to 3% more
than public and nonprofit institutions.
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For-profit prisons in US| Incarcerated held there | Growth in private prisons
correctional system i i over past 3 decades

Agencies like Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) rely on private-prison
contractors who, during heightened enforcement, have seen revenue expansion.

Income Per Year

$215 billion

Incarcerated people’s loss | Loss to children of incarcerated
1 working-age parents

INSIDE THE CELL
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RECIDIVISM AND REHABILITATION
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